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NATIONAL ACTION PLAN ON SALINITY 

749. Hon FRANK HOUGH to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Federal Affairs: 
The West Australian of 18 March 2003 reported that the federal Government is yet to sign its $700 million 
national action plan on salinity.  Will the minister please advise when the federal Government is likely to sign 
the national action plan? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

If only I knew.  I thank the member for some notice of this question.  Western Australia is a party to the national 
action plan on salinity and water quality, under which the Commonwealth has offered Western Australia up to 
$158 million over several years.  The $700 million quoted is a national figure, although to be realistic, it should 
be quoted as $1.4 billion because the Commonwealth’s contribution is $700 million and the States’ contribution 
is also nominally $700 million.  On 3 November 2002 the Prime Minister wrote to the Premier suggesting that 
Western Australia and the Commonwealth should conclude a bilateral agreement as quickly as possible.  The 
Premier replied on 26 November 2002 enclosing a copy of the bilateral agreement signed by the Premier on 
behalf of Western Australia and seeking an assurance that the national action plan funding would be forthcoming 
before 31 December 2002.  Despite repeated follow-ups from the Minister for the Environment and me and our 
agencies, the Commonwealth has not yet responded to the Premier’s letter nor has it indicated if or when the 
Prime Minister will sign the agreement.  The State Government recently extended the funding that it is providing 
to the regions, without any commonwealth contribution, until June.  Western Australia was the first State to 
invest seriously in solving salinity problems and we are the last to get any commonwealth assistance.  At the 
moment the State, the regions and the community are meeting the challenge without any commonwealth help. 

I will add to that answer a little by clearly stating that the State has gone out on a limb to provide additional 
funding.  We have had no guarantees whatsoever that the Commonwealth will match this money - none 
whatsoever - and it could be that every dollar we are spending now is money that will be lost in the matching 
arrangements. 

Hon Norman Moore:  And the money spent by the previous Government. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Indeed, and I am happy to acknowledge that.  “Pre-emptive” is a negative term, but the 
priority that the coalition Government gave to salinity funding in this State is recognised by us and has been 
supported by us.  It is not recognised by the Commonwealth, unfortunately, and that has been the difficulty.  
What concerns me most of all is that given the date of the Premier’s letter to the Prime Minister of 26 November, 
not only have we not received an affirmative response from the Prime Minister, but also we have not received 
any response at all.  It is not as though there is a problem with the position that we have put to the 
Commonwealth.  If there were a problem, we would expect the Commonwealth to have come back to us within a 
week and said that it does not like what we have put in our bilateral agreement.  Clearly, the Commonwealth 
does not mind what we have put into the bilateral agreement; it simply does not want to sign it.  That is causing 
considerable problems not only for us as a Government - we are embarrassed by it - but also for those people 
who are waiting for funds in order to get on with salinity work.   
 


